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NEWS AND COMMENT 

The Wisconsin Historical Society has recently acquired by 
bequest the estate of George B. Burrows of Madison, the present 
value of which is estimated to be in excess of $250,000. "The 
income from such a fund," writes the superintendent, "will 
make possible the prosecution by the State Historical Society of 
many important enterprises in the field of Wisconsin and western 
history which lack of funds has hitherto rendered impracticable." 
Not only the Wisconsin society but all interested in western 
history are to be congratulated on this splendid endowment. 

The Journals of Captain Meriwether Lewis and Sergeant John 
Ordway, Kept on the Expedition of Western Exploration, 1803- 
1806 (1916. 444 p.) has been issued as volume 22 of the Col- 
lections of the Wisconsin Historical Society. The documents are 
ably edited by Dr. Milo M. Quaife, superintendent of the society, 
and form a valuable supplement to the Lewis and Clark material 
collected and edited by Dr. Reuben G. Thwaites. It is quite 
fitting that this work should be put out by the Wisconsin His- 
torical Society, but it is unfortunate that it should be included 
in the series of Wisconsin Historical Collections, which has 
hitherto been confined in the main to Wisconsin material. As 
it is, the book afifords an interesting dilemma to librarians. Its 
logical place in any classification scheme would be with the 
other Lewis and Clark material, but most librarians will prob- 
ably put it with the rest of the set in the class devoted to Wis- 
consin history. 

Historical Pageantry: A Treatise and a Bibliography, by 
Ethel T. Rockwell, has been issued as no. 84 of the Bulletins of 
Information of the Wisconsin Historical Society (1916. 19 p.). 

The Mississippi Valley Historical Review for September, 1916, 
contains two papers read at the Nashville meeting of the Missis- 
sippi Valley Historical Association: "Some Verendrye Enig- 
mas," by Orin G. Libby, and "The Function of Military History," 
by A. L. Conger. "The Organization of the British Fur Trade" 
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is the subject of an article by Wayne E. Stevens, and Lawrence 
J. Burpee contributes an account of "Historical Activities in 
Canada" during the past year. 

The Somerset County (New Jersey) Historical Quarterly for 
October, 1916, contains a note on General Zebulon M. Pike, 
from which it appears that his birthplace probably was not 
"Lamberton, near (now part of) the city of Trenton," as stated 
in all sketches of his life, but Lamington in Somerset County. 

The Ohio History Teachers' Journal is the title of a new 
quarterly published by Ohio State University for the Ohio His- 
tory Teachers' Association. The first issue, for March, 1916, 
contains papers read at the meetings of the association in 1915. 
One of these, by C. L. Martzolff, entitled "Justification for a 
Study of Ohio History in Our Schools," is a plea for more atten- 
tion to the history of the state in general courses in United States 
history. Of interest in the same connection is the report by 
H. C. Hockett of the plans of the association for publishing "A 
Source Book on the National Aspects of Ohio History." 

The second part of Miss Ruth Gallaher's "Indian Agents of 
Iowa" in the Iowa Journal of History and Politics for October, 
1916, contains an account of the St. Peter's agency established 
near Fort Snelling in 1819. 

Acta et Dicta, the serial published by the Catholic Historical 
Society of St. Paul, appears in an improved format with the 
issue of July, 1916. It is now edited by Rev. William Busch of 
St. Paul Seminary. This number opens with the first four 
chapters of a "Life of the Rt. Rev. Joseph Cretin, First Bishop 
of the Diocese of St. Paul," by Archbishop Ireland, which deal 
with the early life and education of Bishop Cretin in France. 
"The Catholic Church in Wright County," by Rev. Mathias 
Savs, and "The Catholic Church in Goodhue County," by Rev. 
James H. Gaughan, are reprints of articles in recently published 
histories of those Minnesota counties. A valuable "Glossary of 
Chippewa Indian Names of Rivers, Lakes, and Villages" is con- 
tributed by Rev. Chrysostom Verwyst. Sections are devoted to 
"Documents" ("Letters of Bishop Loras, 1829 and 1830"), 
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"Contemporary Items," "Obituary Notices," "Our Library and 
Museum" (including a list of accessions of the past year), and 
"Notes and Comment." 

A Description of the Massacre by Sioux Indians in Renville 
County, Minnesota, August i8-ip, 1862, by Marion P. Satterlee, 
has been published by the Fisher Paper Box Company of Minne- 
apolis (1916. 18 p.). Besides detailed narratives of the events 
in different parts of the county, the pamphlet contains a "List 
of the Victims," one hundred and seventy in all, and an account 
of "The Riggs Mission Party." 

About sixty of the delightful "Visitin' 'Round in Minnesota" 
sketches by Dr. Caryl B. Storrs, noted in the August, 1916, issue 
of the Bulletin (p. 412), have been reprinted by the Minne- 
apolis Tribune in book form (1916. 175 p.). The fact that the 
book is labeled "first series" gives grounds for expecting that 
more of these sketches will ultimately be reprinted. 

A series of attractive pamphlets on the towns of Redwood 
County is being brought out under the editorship of Mr. Charles 
W. Howe of Redwood Falls. The first of these to be issued 
are A Half Century of Progress; Walnut Grove, Minnesota, and 
Vicinity, i866-ipi6 (56 p.) and Forty Wonderful Years; Mor- 
gan, Minnesota, and Vicinity, i8y6-ipi6 (64 p.). In each case 
the editor has included a few introductory pages dealing with 
the history of the township from its first settlement, and has 
devoted the major portion of the book to a detailed description 
of the township of the present day — its peculiar advantages, 
its agricultural opportunities, its educational and religious institu- 
tions, and its business houses — together with biographic sketches 
of its prominent citizens. If the editor's purpose to make each 
narrative "an accurate, historical work" has been faithfully 
carried out, the future historical student will find the series of 
decided value. 

"The Sense of the State," an address delivered by President 
George E. Vincent of the University of Minnesota at the Uni- 
versity of California, March 23, 1916, has been printed in the 
July number of the University of California Chronicle. 
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"Louis W. Hill, the Successor to the Empire Builder of the 
Northwest — His Training, His Achievements, and His Future 
Task" is the title of a brief article by French Strother in World's 
Work for September, 1916. 

The Minnesota legislature of 1913 made provision for the 
placing of suitable memorials to the Minnesota soldiers who 
lost their lives in the Civil War and who are buried in the 
national cemeteries at Little Rock, Arkansas, Memphis, Ten- 
nessee, and Andersonville, Georgia. The work of constructing 
and erecting the monuments was completed in the summer of 
1916, and the dedicatory exercises took place at the designated 
cemeteries on September 22, 23, and 26 respectively. A party 
of Minnesota Grand Army men and state officials, including 
Governor J. A. A. Burnquist, Adjutant General F. B. Wood, and 
General C. C. Andrews, conducted the exercises. The dedicatory 
address which was delivered at Little Rock by General Andrews 
was published in the National Tribune of Washington for Octo- 
ber 26 under the heading "Minnesota in Arkansas." 

The site of the stockade and old courthouse at Spirit Lake, 
Iowa, where refugees from the Minnesota settlements on the 
Des Moines River and people from the abandoned frontier settle- 
ments in northwestern Iowa were sheltered during the Sioux 
outbreak of 1862-63, has been marked by a boulder and bronze 
tablet. The dedicatory exercises, conducted under the auspices 
of the Daughters of the American Revolution, were held August 
29, 1916. On September 20, 1916, a boulder was unveiled on 
the site of a similar stockade erected by the pioneer settlers of 
Sauk Centre, Minnesota, in August, 1862, and occupied by a 
small detachment of United States soldiers until 1865. 

Carleton College staged an historical pageant in Laird Athletic 
Park, Northfield, October 14, 1916, reproducing in six episodes 
the history of the town and college. The first portrayed the 
vanishing of the Indians from the banks of the Cannon River. 
The early town of Northfield was represented in the second 
tableau, the coming of the T^rst settlers in 1853, the first religious 
service in 1854, the first school, and the James- Younger bank 
raid of 1876, all being shown. Then followed four episodes 
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representing the founding of the college fifty years ago: the 
departments of the present institution ; student life and activities ; 
and the financial campaigns for the "Greater Carleton." A 
scenario of the pageant was published in an eight-page pamphlet 
entitled Historical Pageant Presented at the Fiftieth Anniversary 
of Carleton College. 

The historical pageant presented on the evenings of August 
18 and 19, 1916, in the stadium at Anoka, was somewhat unique 
not only in its subject but in its undisguised purpose to arouse 
in the spectators an interest in the advantages of rural life. The 
development of agriculture was traced in twelve episodes from 
its earliest crude beginnings in biblical days to advanced modern- 
day methods. Some idea of the method of treatment may be 
gained from the subjects of the episodes : the Garden of Eden ; 
outside of Eden — a picture of the savage's struggle to exist on 
wild fruits and animals killed with a club ; a prehistoric harvest — 
Seth's first effort to cultivate the land; a harvest in Palestine; 
a harvest on the Nile ; Chinese coolies at work in the rice fields ; 
agriculture as practiced by the North American Indians; New 
England pioneers in famine time ; the cotton pickers of the South ; 
the shiftless and poverty-stricken farmer of twenty years ago; 
the advent of the spirit of progressiveness ; and an up-to-date 
farmers' picnic. The pageant was presented by the farm clubs 
of Anoka County, and over three hundred persons took part 
in the production. The book of words of the pageant, written 
by Roe Chase, editor of the Anoka Herald, has been issued in 
pamphlet form with the title A History of Agriculture : a Pageant 
(32 p.). 

About five hundred members of the Territorial Pioneers' 
Association and the Pioneer Rivermen's Association, with their 
families and friends, participated in the river excursion from 
St. Paul to Stillwater on August 16, according to the Minne- 
apolis Tribune, August 17, 1916. Among the guests were A. L. 
Larpenteur, one of the four surviving members of the Minne- 
sota Old Settlers' Association, and Captain Jerry Purner of 
Lansing, Iowa, the oldest of the upper Mississippi River pilots. 

The annual picnic of the Territorial Old Settlers' Association 
of Blue Earth County was held at Sibley Park, Mankato, August 
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10, 1916. Thomas Hughes of Mankato was the principal speaker 
on the afternoon program. That part of his address which was 
devoted to biographic sketches of pioneer settlers whose deaths 
occurred during the year was pubHshed in the August 10 issue 
of the Mankato Daily Review. 

The Vermilion Range Old Settlers' Association held its second 
annual reunion at Tower, August 24-26, 1916. Over eight hun- 
dred members were in attendance. A full account of the reunion 
appeared in the September 1 issue of the Ely Miner. 

The forty-second annual meeting of the St. Croix Valley Old 
Settlers' Association was held in Stillwater, September 20, 1916. 

A full report of the addresses delivered before the fiftieth 
annual convention of the Minnesota Editorial Association, held 
in Minneapolis, February 17-19, 1916, appeared in the recently 
issued volume of Proceedings (124 p.). Among those of especial 
interest may be noted "A Retrospect," by Captain Henry A. 
Castle, which is a brief review of the history of the association 
from the days of its organization in 1867, together with biographic 
sketches of the editors present at the first annual meeting. Under 
the heading "Reminiscences" are grouped a number of short 
talks on pioneer newspaper days by Granville S. Pease of the 
Anoka Union, William B. Mitchell of the St. Cloud Journal-Press, 
Irving Todd of the Hastings Gazette, and Fred L. Smith, formerly 
of the Minneapolis Chronicle, all charter members of the associa- 
tion, and by Major Edwin Clark, publisher of the first daily paper 
at St. Anthony, the Falls Evening News. 

The Year Book for 1916 of St. Mark's Church of Minneapolis 
(145 p.) contains three pages of "Historical Notes" arranged in 
chronological order from 1861 to 1915. 

The Proceedings of the Masonic Veteran Association of Minne- 
sota at the twenty-fourth annual reunion in 1916 contains 
biographic memorials of recently deceased members. 

The McGill- Warner Company of St. Paul has published an 
excellent indexed map of the "City of Saint Paul" (1916), com- 
piled "from the official records in the city engineer's office, U. S. 
topographic surveys and other sources." 
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An account of the celebration of the fifty-fourth anniversary 
of the memorable three-day battle of Fort Ridgely, which took 
place at the Fort Ridgely State Park grounds on August 22, 1916, 
appeared in the August 23 issue of the Mankato Daily Free 
Press. The arrangements were in charge of the Fort Ridgely 
State Park Association, and about two thousand people were in 
attendance. Among those who gave addresses were several 
pioneers who were defenders of the fort. A party of about fifty 
Mankato people likewise commemorated the return of this anni- 
versary by a picnic excursion to Fort Ridgely on August 19. At 
the exercises held in the afternoon at the stadium Thomas Hughes 
gave an address on the "History of Fort Ridgely" from its estab- 
lishment in 1853 to its abandonment in 1867, with some account 
of the military officers stationed there during that period, which 
was published in the August 22 issue of the Free Press; Judge 
Lor in Cray's address describing the two major attacks on the 
fort by Little Crow and his warriors on August 20 and 22, 1862, 
appeared in the August 29 issue of the Mankato Review. In the 
same issue of the Review is an article by Thomas Hughes entitled 
"Battle of Fort Ridgely." 

The citizens of Redwood Falls have presented to the Ramsey 
State Park the cabin which Colonel Samuel McPhail built in 1864 
on the site where this village is now located. It was the first log 
house in the vicinity, and the building of it was the first step in 
establishing a settlement above New Ulm in the region depopu- 
lated by the Sioux massacre of 1862. H. M. Hitchcock of Red- 
wood Falls is the author of an extensive account of the cabin, as 
well as of the village, which appeared in the Minneota Mascot of 
July 14, 1916. The article closes with a sketch of the life and 
character of Colonel McPhail, which is illustrated with his photo- 
graph. A part of the article was reprinted in the Houston County 
Chief (Hokah) for October 12. 

A series of early-day reminiscences of more than usual histori- 
cal value are those of the late Marshall T. Comstock, pubhshed 
in the Mankato Daily Free Press, August 9, 15, and 31, 1916, from 
a manuscript now in the possession of Mr. C. A. Chapman of 
Mankato. Mr. Comstock describes the arrival of himself and 
party at St. Paul in the spring of 1853, and their subsequent jour- 
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ney to the small settlement on the site of the present city of Man- 
kato. With two associates, George Van Brunt and James McMur- 
trie, Mr. Comstock spent the succeeding winter and spring in the 
construction of a sawmill and dam on the Le Sueur River. The 
narrative covers the years 1853-55 and contains some interesting 
material on the social life and economic conditions obtaining in 
the territory at that time. 

In the Minneapolis Tribune, August 6, 1916, under the title 
"Minnesota Pioneer Experienced Wild Night Ride to Warn Set- 
tlers of Prospective Indian Raid" Samuel J. Brown of Browns 
Valley relates the story of a 150-mile ride he took on the night 
of April 19, 1866, from Fort Wadsworth, Dakota Territory, 
westward through wild and hostile country to a military outpost 
on the Elm River to give warning of a seemingly imminent Indian 
raid. Arriving at the outpost, Brown learned that the party of 
Indians whose trail had been discovered was not a war party but 
a band of trusted messengers returning from a mission to the 
Minnesota Sioux on the upper Missouri to induce them to meet 
the United States peace commissioners at Fort Rice ; so he imme- 
diately started back to Fort Wadsworth in order to prevent 
further needless alarm. 

A. N. Fancher of Granada contributed an article of unusual 
interest to the Martin County Sentinel (Fairmont), August 18, 
1916. The author was one of the first settlers of the county and 
took a prominent part in the development of the community, hav- 
ing been county surveyor, school superintendent, and assessor of 
Fairmont precinct. It was while Mr. Fancher was superintendent 
that the first school district was formed in Martin County. The 
value of the sketch lies chiefly in his account of local politics at 
the time when Fairmont precinct contained two hundred and fifty 
square miles and had only thirteen names on the assessor's list, 
and in his narrative of the trials of a pioneer farmer. 

"Reminiscences of a Pioneer," in the St. Paul Farmer, August 
12, 1916, is afl account of the early experiences of Charles Smith, 
a Goodhue County farmer. Mr. Smith came to Minnesota in 
1856, and located a claim at Wheatland. During the winter of 
that year he engaged in hauling coal from Winona to St. Paul, 
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and the narrative of his journeys contains material of interest to 
the student of transportation on the frontier. The article closes 
with an account of Mr. Smith's farming operations in recent 
years, which form a vivid contrast to his earlier efforts. 

Under the heading "Pioneer Escapes Two Ills, Freezing and 
Publicity," in the Minneapolis Tribune, August 20, 1916, is given 
an account of the life of Ezekiel G. Rogers of St. Paul, who came 
to Minnesota in 1855. After the Civil War Rogers settled in 
Dakota County, where he carried on an extensive trade with the 
Indians of the Red River Valley. It was while on one of his 
trading trips that he almost lost his life from freezing. Besides 
an account of the Indian trade the article contains some interest- 
ing reminiscences of St. Paul and Minneapolis. 

The New Ulm Review, September 6, 1916, presents a picture 
of the change brought about by the construction of the railroad 
west of New Ulm. The sketch is made up of two articles 
reprinted from the Sleepy Eye Herald-Dispatch and from the 
Lafayette Ledger. In the first the early method of transporting 
lumber by wagons from New Ulm to Prairieville is described; 
while the second tells of the rapid growth of Lafayette after the 
railroad was built. 

Several pictures of lake steamers and schooners, reminiscent of 
early-day Duluth history, were reproduced in the Duluth Herald, 
August 5, 1916. The originals are a part of a large collection of 
photographs similar in character now in the possession of Captain 
C. O. Flynn of Duluth. 



